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Wild horses couldn’t drag

Jag

Lisa blazing
a trail with
new position
By Alan Hedley

ISA Jagger likes being

I first. She was the first in

her family to become
involved in rugby league and
was a founding member of
women’s side the Huddersfield
Raiders.

Now she is the first woman
to be appointed by the Rugby
Football League as one of the
sport’s development officers,
and is working in the North-
East, where the game has been
transformed by the success of
Gateshead Thunder.

“People have said to me
“You're going to find it hard
being a woman in sport’, and to
be honest at times it has been,”
says the 28-year-old graduate
in Health and Sports Studies.

“But I've never had anything
but help and encouragement
from the Rugby League and
the clubs. No-one has ever said
‘You can’t do that’. They have

always been behind me.

. “There is a development
officer for the Wgobmelté’as Rugby
League and a rugby league co-
ordinator; who was appointed.
thressharith ago‘ln{ A ¢ é’sﬂbut'
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ly the first woman Jagg
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that.” Lisa caught the rugby
league bug about seven or
eight years ago and ended up
playing for Dudley Hill Thun-
derbirds before helping to
found Huddersfield Raiders,
switching from a sales and
marketing career based in
Middlesbrough in 1996.
Forging a reputation as a
formidable player and later as
a coach, she was appointed
assistant coach to the Great
Britain and Ireland women’s
squad and played an important
role in the establishment of the
Women’s National Academy
squad. But she hasn’t lost
touch with the playing side of

_ Having aball: Lisa
Jagger, the new fug,?)’_- o

the game and is still captain of
Huddersfield Raiders.

How long that continues will
depend on the development of
her role in the growing North-
East rugby league fabric.

“I like the North-East and 1
have an ambitious nature, It's a
good career move and that’s
why I'm here,” says Lisa.

“I don’t have a rugby league
background as far as my fam-
ily is concerned. My father is
sports-minded - he likes foot-
ball and rugby union — but my
mother has no interest in sport.

“] came into sport in my
early-20s, which is quite late
really, and I'm from Hudders-
field so I suppose that’s partly
why rugby league. It was
mainly  through

friends who

played. I went along to watch
and met a few women who
played and who became
friends.”

The involvement led to Lisa
taking coaching courses to
level three, the equivalent of a
senior coach, and the comple-
tion of a Bsc honours degree in
health and sports studies at
Huddersfield University,
which she finished just a few
weeks ago.

“I worked in rugby league
development with the Kirklees
Development project for about
three years part-time while I
was at university,” adds Lisa.

“That was as schools devel-
opment coach so I've had a fair
bit of experience of that side
of things and I've also worked

er away from her job

with Huddersfield Giants
their schools development pr
gramme. While the actual
title here is new, the work isr
so much different

“I've lived in the North-Ea
before and I'd like to try ar
build a career here in rugt
league. It’s a game that I lot
and I can't imagine doing an
thing else.”

Lisa has been given a thre
year contract and the main p
ority will be working wi
junior school-age children a
getting them to participate
the game.

Those that show potent
will hopefully be given a rou
to come through the syste
and possibly reach the top.

“The presence of Gateshe
Thunder gives a good focu
adds Lisa.

“Any child needs role mu
els, especially if they are go!
to go anywhere in sport, &
they have to have something
aspire to.

“But I'm there to help a
one who wants to play
game. Not just boys. Perh
coming from women’'s ruj
league has made me m
aware of the obstacles that
be put in people’s way ar

will be trying to make s
that anyone who shows
slightest interest in b
involved in the game &
player, spectator or whate
ets the opportunity.”

: Somehow; 1 don't think®

will be difficult witha wo

of Lisa Jagger's calibre in
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With 140 appearances, Sarah Hunter is
the world's most-capped women's player
and is England's most-capped player,
across the men's and women's game.
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1. Generate at least one idea for thinking outside the box (think differently,
unconventionally, or from a new perspective)

2. ldentify three key things that a funder really wants to know

3. Develop a strategy to help us prioritise what to include in an application

4. |dentify at least one new technique that helps you tackle key questions
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Sport England Examples

* Our Movement Fund offers crowdfunding pledges, grants and resources to improve physical activity
opportunities for the people and communities who need it the most.

* Our main focus is to support projects that match our goal of getting more people active, reducing the
number of inactive people and tackling long-standing inequalities.

* This means our investment supports the goals of our Uniting the Movement strategy.

* We especially want to support projects that give opportunities to groups of people who typically haven't
had as many chances to be active.

* We help local communities to thrive by funding projects that make a real difference.



An swer 1 “All our sports equipment is broken and we

don’t have enough income to cover the
replacement costs. Our staff are really busy
and don’t have time to raise the funds. We
would really like to buy some new equipment”

htforwardfunding.com




* Our centre attracts 12,000 youngsters each
year, and as a result of general wear and tear,
some equipment needs replacing.

An SWer 2 * We keep admittance fees to a minimum as we

are situated in an area of multiple deprivation.

* Grant funding will enable us to replace vital
equipment to ensure our young people
continue to access high quality sports
provision, whilst we continue to find ways to
diversify our income streams.

jghtforwardfunding.com




Focus on the Essential - Eliminate the Rest

You can do Anything - But you can't do Everything
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