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Postcode Lottery FAQs (Questions & Answers from the Sported webinars – Wales, West and South) 
Our registered office is a different location to the community centre where we run our activities.  Which postcode should we use for the grant application?
· Please use the postcode of the community centre where you run your activities.  You can also include other information relating to the communities that you work with, in the narrative of your grant application.  Please also state if these communities are in IMD 1-3.
We don’t have an equal opportunities policy but something similar.  Are we still eligible?
· Yes if your policy includes the following:
· Clear commitment statement
· Reference to the Equality Act 2010
· Protected characteristics are listed
· Reporting process
· Named responsibility for oversight
· Evidence of regular review.
What format does the Profit & Loss page need to be in?
· For grant requests over £2,000 and for registered organisations, you must upload your most recent year end accounts, including a profit and loss page and balance sheet.  If you are not a registered organisation, please provide the latest income and expenditure statement presented at your last AGM, including details of any assets and liabilities. Please attach this financial information to the grant application in the format that you have.  Our finance team will contact you should they need any further information.
· Please refer to the Sported Hub for further financial support: Financial management - Sported
Are any of the key questions going to change in the latest / final version of the application form?
· No, the questions are the same as Round One.
Can the fund be used to cover any celebratory events linked to the sport? For example, a sports day or community celebration at the end of the term / year that aims to engage more people into our work? 
· The funding is unrestricted so can be used for the costs identified above.  Please remember to be proportionate with your budget expenditure and consider the impact of your event.
is there special consideration for a one-off event as a whole day festival with community activity for family or do 6-month project and 1-year programmes more likely to win? 
· This is difficult to answer.  Please consider the impact of both approaches and how well they align to the programme outcomes: Improving health and wellbeing, Reducing inequalities and Empowering communities.
If the organisation hasn't been running for a year and doesn't have accounts can they still apply?
· Yes, please provide any current income and expenditure and also a projection of income and expenditure for the next 12 months.
How do we find the IMD figure 1-3?
· There are a number of government websites that can help you with this: 	https://deprivation.communities.gov.uk/about-your-neighbourhood
https://imd-by-postcode.opendatacommunities.org/
Don't worry if you can't find this as the team at Sported will do this as part of the assessment process.
Can you apply if you have received funding over 1 year ago, but have not yet received the previous grant monitoring?
· 12 months must have passed from your last payment date before you can apply again to the Postcode Lottery programme.  Please contact Sported for a grant monitoring form if you have not received this.
If you were unsuccessful in round 2 can you reapply for round 3? 
· Yes, you can apply twice within one year but only if you were unsuccessful the first time.  
· If you intend to apply for a similar project, you may not need to submit a new application. We are currently finalising a resubmission process that will enable groups to revise and update their original application.
Can we use the funding towards ongoing projects? Do we need to add dates of when we would begin using the funding? Do we need to evidence the impact of the project? 
· Yes, the funding is for new and ongoing activities.
· Yes, please add the dates of your activities. We expect the funding to be spent within 12 months.
· Yes, we want to understand the broader impact of your activities and why the funding continues to be necessary. 
Can we apply if we have no financial history? 
· For new organisations operating for less than 12 months, please provide any income and expenditure to date along with projected figures to cover a full 12-month period.
Just a further question regarding word count for the application, it doesn’t specify in the guidance, will it in the live application link?
· The word count is 200 words per section, and drafts can’t be made to the live application. We recommend noting down the questions from the guidance document and writing your answers in a separate document to draft them and then transfer them over to your main application when you’re ready.   
Will you be offered a reduced amount if not successful for the maximum amount?
· We would consider doing this but we would run any changes by you. 
Do we need to include detailed information on protected characteristics? 
· We ask about the background of the people you reach i.e. ethnicity, disability, gender, socio-economic status. We also ask how many participants you currently engage with and how many participants your organisation will reach if you receive the funding. 
Is there a timeframe for capital costs to be spent? Can it be used for salaries?
· 12 months and yes. It is unrestricted funding so it can be used for most costs related to running your group. We would want to know what other grants you have applied for or other contributions if you’re aiming to refurbish facilities or cover large projects. This is so we have a bigger picture of how much money is necessary to complete the project and how it might be split up. 
Would our application be favourable if we applied for a lesser amount for “quick fixes” rather than a larger amount for more a sustainable project? 
· There is no clear answer – focus on the story and explaining the impact the funding would have. 
Can we still apply for a grant even if we are located and work outside the IMD 1 – 3 area? We have a women and girls’ team.
· Yes, you should explicitly reference the challenges faced, the individuals or communities you support, and clearly demonstrate the meaningful impact your activities will have.
Can we still apply for a grant if we received funding in Postcode Lottery Round 1 from Sported?
· No, you must wait 12 months from the grant payment date before you can apply again.
We don’t have one person with significant control in our governance, can we apply?
· Yes, having one person with significant control in your governing document would make your application ineligible.
What are the key learnings from Round 1?
1. Turnover over £250,000
· We will prioritise funding organisations with a turnover of under £250,000. As we were oversubscribed in round 1, most applicants with a turnover of £250,000 or more were unfortunately unsuccessful.
2. Large grant request
· We received a high volume of applications for the maximum grant amount (£25,000) or more! Funding is limited, so many applications for higher amounts were unsuccessful unless extremely strong. The amount of information in your application should be relative to the amount you are applying for. For a large grant, we would expect to see a much more detail in what you will deliver, budget and outcomes.
3. Grant request linked to organisational turnover
· Many applicants applied for more than 1/3 of turnover. We are unlikely to fund more than 1/3 of turnover unless there is a clear reason why this is needed. Risk and ability to manage grant etc.
4. Organisational accounts
· Many applicants did not submit the required financial documents which are essential for us to complete our due diligence checks. Please refer to our in-depth guidance about the additional information you need to submit.
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